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SBS RADIO TRANSMITTER - BROOME 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.19 am]:  During the 
regional cabinet meeting in Broome last week, I had the opportunity to meet with the shire president, Mr Graeme 
Campbell, who advised me that the Shire of Broome had resolved to proceed with its application for a licence to 
install an SBS Radio transmitter in the town.  As one of Western Australia’s most culturally diverse 
communities, it is more than appropriate that Broome may become the first regional centre in Western Australia 
to have access to the marvellous multicultural service provided by SBS Radio.  SBS Radio has operated since 
1978 and is the multilingual voice of Australia.  Today SBS Radio broadcasts in 68 languages - more than any 
other broadcaster in the world - and each week transmits more than 650 hours of programming, including local, 
national and international news, current affairs, interviews, community information, sport and music.  SBS Radio 
provides information and entertainment to Australians of non-English speaking backgrounds and is a powerful 
tool to facilitate their participation in Australian life while maintaining cultural identity.  Currently SBS Radio is 
available only in metropolitan cities, including Perth, and a few larger regional centres on the east coast.  It is 
generally not available to residents in Western Australia’s regional areas at present due to the cost of applying 
for a licence and obtaining the radio transmission equipment.  To alleviate this problem, SBS has set up a self-
help subsidy scheme to provide up to $25 000 per local government area to cover much of the infrastructure 
costs of installation.  To reduce costs, many self-help services share the equipment owned by other broadcasters, 
which could be the approach adopted in Broome.  However, applying to the scheme is not easy.  It is a 
complicated and technical process that discourages applicants.  This certainly has been the case in regional 
Western Australia, where no local government authorities have yet tackled the challenge.   

To address this low take-up of SBS Radio across regional Western Australia, the Carpenter government, led by 
my very good friend and colleague the Minister for Women’s Interests and Minister for Corrective Services, is 
adopting a coordinated statewide approach.  She worked very closely with the member for Geraldton in his work 
with the local community and the Shire of Greenough and the City of Geraldton to actively pursue the 
installation of an SBS regional broadcaster.  The Western Australian Local Government Association is leading a 
consortium comprising the Office of Multicultural Interests, the Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development, the Department of Industry and Resources and SBS.  The consortium will invite expression of 
interests from local governments and regional development commissions across Western Australia and will 
prepare a submission to the SBS self-help subsidy scheme on behalf of regions where demand exists.  We are 
expecting a strong response to this approach in at least six areas.  This project is another example of the 
Carpenter government’s achievements in ensuring that all Western Australians, regardless of background, are 
given equal opportunity to participate in the cultural, political and economic life of our state. 
 


